CHRIST CHURCH PLAYGROUP

Settling-in / Wetting 

We want children to feel safe and happy in the absence of their parents, to recognise other adults as a source of authority, help and friendship and to be able to share with their parents after Playgroup the new learning experiences enjoyed whilst at Playgroup.  We also want parents to feel welcome and involved from the beginning.

In order to accomplish this and to successfully settle children at Playgroup, we aim to create a partnership with parents in the following ways:

· By introducing flexible admission procedures, if appropriate, to meet the needs of individual families and children

· By encouraging parents to visit the Playgroup with their children during the weeks before an admission is planned

· A few days before the child starts at Playgroup, parents will be offered a “Home Visit” from the child’s Key Worker and the Playgroup Organiser.  This will ensure that there is a familiar face at Playgroup once the child begins to attend.

· By introducing new families into the group on a staggered basis, for example two new children a day for a week rather than 10 new children all at once

· By inviting new children to start Playgroup from 9.30am on their first day.  In this way, teachers can focus on the new children rather than at the more chaotic time of 9.15am when other parents are dropping off their children.

· By requiring that for the first two weeks that new children start at Playgroup, at the discretion of the Playgroup Organiser, they are collected by parents/carers at the earlier time of 11.15am, to give the children a ‘settling in’ period.

· By making it clear to families from the outset that they are very welcome to stay with their child for some or all of the 2 hour session during the first two weeks attending Playgroup
· By encouraging parents, where appropriate over the first two weeks, to separate from their children for brief periods at first, gradually building up to longer absences

· By reassuring parents whose children seem to be taking a long time settling into the Playgroup
· By ensuring that staff are available to talk to the parent/carer about any settling in concerns they may have, and to work with them to ensure that after the first two weeks, the parent/carer does not stay in the room throughout the session
· By creating plenty of opportunities for the exchange of information, where parents/carers provide the Playgroup with information about their child’s current achievements and interests, and the Playgroup provide the parent/carer with information about the Playgroup.

· By requiring that all parents/carers read the Playgroup Policies within the first two weeks of their child joining. At the end of the Settling-In Period, parents/carers will be asked to sign to say that they have read the Policies. They are available in hard copy from the Playgroup Organiser or Playgroup Chair, or on the Playgroup Website. 

Children cannot play or learn successfully if they are anxious and unhappy.  Our settling procedures aim to help parents and children to feel comfortable in the Playgroup, and to ensure that children can benefit from what the group has to offer and feel confident that their parent/carer will return at the end of the session.

Procedure for collecting children during the ‘Settling In’ period
· Parents/carers should ensure that whoever is collecting their child is waiting outside the Playgroup door or at the bottom of the stairs by 11.10am.

· A member of staff will bring the children who are leaving at mid-morning downstairs at 11.15am prompt.  This is to prevent children who are staying for the full session becoming upset at the arrival of some parents and not their own.
· The children will expect to see a parent/carer waiting for them downstairs so parents/carers are asked to ensure they are not late. 

· If someone is collecting a child who is not listed as one of their three pre-authorised people, the parent/carer dropping the child off in the morning should please remember to sign the book to inform Playgroup of this.
· After the first 2 weeks the child’s Keyworker and/or the Playgroup Organiser will liaise with the parent/carer to decide whether the child is ready to stay for the full session each day until 1.10pm. 
Wetting Policy

Children will be offered a place on the understanding that they are toilet trained.  Children must attend in pants.  We do not have the facilities to change nappies but we can and will change any child into fresh underwear and clothes if they accidentally wet or soil themselves.  It is advisable that a spare set of clothes (clearly labelled) is kept at playgroup on the child’s peg.

While we are aware that accidents can and do happen, if it becomes clear to Playgroup staff that the toilet training process is not being supported and continued at home, the Playgroup Organiser may formulate an action plan with the parent/carer to aid the child’s transition to being fully toilet trained.  All efforts will be made to support the parents/carers in establishing this action plan and working towards consistency at Playgroup and at home.  
If regular accidents continue once the child is attending the full session until 1.10pm, the Playgroup Organiser will discuss with the parent/carer putting in place a simple chart to track accidents at Playgroup. 
This policy was adopted in March 2014 following review by the Playgroup Committee 
Signed on behalf of the playgroup.................................................…………………
